THE  FORMATION  OF  THE   KINGDOM  OF  FRANCE

round this triple agglomeration, and for its defence erected 'Our Tower
of the Louvre' to the west of this enclosure. When he went off on a
crusade, it was to six Paris merchants that he handed over die keys of
his Treasury and the guardianship of the seals. Until that time, whenever
the King of France had gone on a journey, he had carried his meagre
archives with him; because he had lost valuable account books in the
course of an ambush, Philip Augustus set up the Royal Archives. Although
a devout man, he well knew how to maintain the rights of the State
against the claims of the Church. Pope Innocent III looked upon all
kings as his vassals; Philip Augustus never subscribed to this view. He
allowed a crusade to be organized against the Albigensian heretics by
Simon de Montfort, but he refused to associate himself with it and only
intervened, after the defeat of the Albigenses, in order to reunite to the
crown the domains of Raymond VII, Count of Toulouse, and those of his
vassals, the Viscount of Beziers and the Count of Foix. Thus the Church
was responsible for the atrocities of this crusade and the monarchy took
the spoils.

If one compares maps of the royal domain in 987 with those of 1223,
one realizes that in the course of these two centuries the Duke of He-
de-France had become the King of France, The Capetians had so closely
linked the crown and the national welfare that none but a few jealous
great vassals questioned any longer the legitimacy of their power.
The notion that the King could be elected by an assembly had been com-
pletely forgotten. Philip Augustus was the first of the Capetians who
could without recklessness omit having his son consecrated during his
own lifetime. Despite this omission, his son, Louis VIII, succeeded to the
throne without any difficulty. After his coronation at Reims, he made a
solemn entry into Paris; it was the occasion of popular rejoicing which
recalled the days after Bouvines. Schools and courts were closed. At
street corners orchestras of guitars, psalteries and kettledrums played while
young people danced. Nothing unites a people as effectively as festivities.
The convulsions of anarchy were succeeded by the traditions of the
monarchy.
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